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Stephen Hoffman

From: ecomment@pa.gov
Sent: Wednesday, January 6, 2021 8:56 PM
To: Environment-Committee@pasenate.com; IRRC; environmentalcommittee@pahouse.net; 

regcomments@pa.gov; ntroutman@pasen.gov; timothy.collins@pasenate.com; 
gking@pahousegop.com; siversen@pahouse.net

Cc: c-jflanaga@pa.gov
Subject: Comment received - Proposed Rulemaking: CO2 Budget Trading Program (#7-559)

CAUTION: **EXTERNAL SENDER** This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

 

 
 
The enclosed comment was received as part of the following testimony:  
 
   Testimony name: Public Hearing 8 (1pm) - #7-559  
   Testimony date: 12/11/2020 12:00:00 AM  
   Testimony location: WebEx  
 
Re: eComment System 
 
The Department of Environmental Protection has received the following comments on 
Proposed Rulemaking: CO2 Budget Trading Program (#7-559). 
 
Commenter Information:  
 
Sean O'Leary  
Ohio River Valley Institute (sean@ohiorivervalleyinstitute.org)  
216 Franklin St Ste 400  
Johnstown, PA 15901 US  

Comments entered:  
 
Thank you for hearing the Ohio River Valley Institute’s testimony concerning Pennsylvania’s 
proposed membership in the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI). The Ohio River Valley 
Institute is a think tank based in Johnstown and founded earlier this year to explore and develop 
viable and sustainable economic development strategies for greater Appalachia, including the 
states of Pennsylvania, Ohio, West Virginia, and Kentucky. 
After examining the conditions under which Pennsylvania would join RGGI, assessing the effects 
RGGI has had to date in member states, and reviewing the Department of Environmental 
Protection study of the likely economic impacts, we have concluded that RGGI membership will 
result in three very beneficial outcomes in Pennsylvania: 
 
• Greenhouse gas emissions will be significantly reduced as will other forms of pollution that 
harm Pennsylvanians’ health and drive up healthcare costs and absenteeism. 
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• Utility bills will be reduced as less expensive renewable energy resources become more 
prevalent and gains in energy efficiency more than offset the small upward pressure that would 
be placed on rates. 
 
• Jobs and commerce will increase, particularly in rural counties and non-metropolitan areas 
whose economies have struggled most in recent years. 
The third of these – increases in jobs and commerce in towns and rural counties — is one of the 
most frequently overlooked and yet one of the most significant benefits associated with policy 
measures that, like RGGI, effectively take money that would otherwise be used to pay utility bills 
and, instead, invest it in energy efficiency and distributed generation. 
This redirection of funds generates more jobs and commerce in local communities for three 
reasons. First, utilities are not very labor-intensive. Only about a quarter of every dollar we pay 
for electricity ends up going to jobs and wages. But, with energy efficiency and distributed 
energy – things like lighting and heating upgrades, insulation, and home solar — between forty 
and sixty cents of every dollar we spend goes to hiring and paying workers. 
Second, whereas the money spent on utility bills leaves the economies of most towns and rural 
communities, most of the money spent on energy efficiency and distributed generation stays 
local. The HVAC contractors, remodelers, door and window companies, insulators, and solar 
installers who do energy efficiency upgrades and distributed generation, are usually local 
merchants who hire local people. 
Finally, the jobs provided by these local contractors and merchants arise up and down the skills 
ladder, from entry level positions requiring few skills to, to skilled tradespeople, to highly 
compensated positions that require specialized training and education. 
And the benefits don’t end when energy efficiency and distributed generation upgrades are 
completed. The subsequent utility bill and energy savings continue for decades providing 
customers with more disposable income, most of which they will spend locally. 
Usually when we look at economic impact studies, we just see numbers. But, for you as 
policymakers, the character of the jobs being created and where they occur are also important 
considerations. So, as you make the right choice for the planet and for the health of 
Pennsylvanians, please also consider that RGGI can be a vehicle for shared prosperity and 
economic development in our communities that need it most. 
That’s why we at the Ohio River Valley Institute, in addition to supporting Pennsylvania’s 
membership in RGGI, hope that two principles will help guide how RGGI revenues are invested. 
First, assistance must be provided to help workers and communities whose incomes and 
opportunities may be negatively impacted by the transition to clean energy. Second, the 
remaining funds should be heavily invested in energy efficiency and distributed generation 
programs that are designed to maximize the benefits we’ve talked about. 
If you are interested in learning more about our analysis of the impacts RGGI membership will 
have, we’ve published a guide that can be found at our website, ohiorivervalleyinstitute.org. 
And please feel free to contact me directly. 
Thank you.  

 
No attachments were included as part of this comment.  
 
 
Please contact me if you have any questions.  
 
Sincerely, 
Jessica Shirley 
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Jessica Shirley 
Director, Office of Policy 
PA Department of Environmental Protection 
Rachel Carson State Office Building 
P.O. Box 2063 
Harrisburg, PA 17105-2063 
Office: 717-783-8727 
Fax: 717-783-8926 
ecomment@pa.gov  


